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what to say and what to do. The Khedive's brave and dignified
appearance before his mutinous army did not fail to inspire
the gathering with awe and respect. On the appearance of the
Khedive, Orabi, still on horseback, proceeded to address his
master and the Khedive instantly called out to him to dis-
mount. He did so and moved forward, surrounded by a select
guard with fixed bayonets. When he approached he saluted
the Khedive, who thereupon asked him to sheathe his sword.
Orabi obeyed and Sir Auckland murmured some words, to
which the Viceroy answered that they were between four fires
and the mutineers would kill them. Orabi having sheathed
his sword, the Khedive was at a loss what to do next.
Bewildered by the extraordinary scene before him he asked
Orabi what it all meant. Orabi replied that they had come to
submit to His Highness the demands of the army and the
nation. " What are these demands?" asked the Khedive. " We
have three demands to make/' said Orabi," First, the dismissal
of the Cabinet; second, the meeting of the Chamber of
Delegates, and third, the raising of the army to 18,000 men as
stated in the firman/* He added that the army had come to
see these demands accepted, and would not move from their
places till their demands were conceded. " These demands are
not the concern of the military," said the Khedive, and turned
to Colvin, asking if he had heard what they had to say. Colvin
advised the Khedive not to continue the discussion of such
affairs with an officer, and suggested that he should retire to
the Palace. The Khedive thereupon left the scene and Cook-
son, the acting British Consul-General, was left to resume the
discussion with Orabi. The conversation ran as follows:

The Consul: I suppose you know that the dismissal of the
Ministry is a prerogative of the Khedive; the meeting of the
Chamber is a question for the nation to decide. As for the
increase of the army, the country is now enjoying peace and
has no need for more soldiers. Besides, the decrease in num-
bers is a measure dictated by the urgent need for economy.

Orabi: Let it be known to you, Mr. Consul, that I am speak-
ing in the name of the whole people, for these soldiers are the
sons and brothers of the men who compose the nation. The
army is the implement by which the nation will attain its ends
and we shall stay here tin we are satisfied.